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CllAi'TF.H VI.

Tho lnttghter Hint followed win Interrupted
ly n sc lileii barking (it tho ox in the outer
c Z'Mu.hln rivo liuily uiul strode to
tho window. It ulicvid Hutu of certain
embarrassing r.'llectiuns oitf,Eostcil Iy hir
coin .ioiiU

"If it nln't Hint fool Uicl.

luvu'iii tin i'ii .vit"iN from tin) snow liomul

up sin in tii" iii II I ri'cl.ou l'o got
mtliirt) ,v,v i" liui " Hut. the later
tUICO Ol I1" lll''l'V.-- l lllk, Willi till' nsstr- -

r i Umt t' party ( id n permission from
lirr lat' r, gnu. Ml "I tlio lower station in

view oi s,i, li mi rni 'i'. ' ii 'V, checked her ue-tl- v

Mipos.i a. Tlin'- - liku pnw,"slio solilo-cj- ti

i a. tk "11" lis up and sot-ti- ti

tho.,-;- s i'ii 'V' rvlimly for n wivk, und
I'll 7i l"i:1:i,' th'' whole stuge service pass

l''i',m M one il.i'ir nml mil ia another. Well,

if I ,.,.-nii(- l Ins v, liifl:y, und thoj' Kin

t . I'll' t'"'v dim 1 get mo to help "cm."

T' " r. ri.'.inl "ere not n prepossessing or
r i. r nn 'I ti" ,iih ' ion to tho party. Apart
f if !" ii.i'iirnl nnti' ,o'iism which, on such
0 l'."., .liri. 111 p '.session nlwnys led
t v I'd fie new co-n-

, ' . tlii-- wein strongly
l,ii " Id r !( tin dissatisfied querulous-j- h

s n n'tlludo of these trcsh
li I "'si I' hicpi'iiut. The most olToi'si.o

01 v ,h a )!-- 'ii who appeared to cxerciso
t ir.e luillioi n over '.n others. Ill) wum loud,
u iiu i ."el ilri'i with uilgur proton,
bi. hi. li' ipn l.iy poii-i- l himself in tlio

t i r md bj . u'lhin, ami called for
H ie Imiii'i'.

ii Til li"V to help yourself," said
ii . ii.- - 1 .11- summons met with no

i- i i 'n il' i re only two women in
t ,i , and I reckon their hands nro lull
n i

i ii) it d d uii' ivil treiitiiient.-- ' Paid

t'u ,. r.u-in- Ii oire; "and lieiinlf'lier
1 i ii i Mii.iiii-- r if ho don't want his

oil., i i. .1 down so.ue day. Ho ain't any
I, r t... a men that hc- - licen picked up

in ii ' i

t on .liter told h.m that, and inebbe
1, L .:ne out n ith yor," returned Ilaw-1- ,

s ii- - , a luild, si 'It, oa-- y c !ng man, i

1 i . i ,' Aii 't h", "!. ( liln h;"
Tho i ,i u si rionlH 'li i f Cinch's name pro

d i 1 t ii h. li tin' -- )"itl;er prohahly
in in t 1 11"' fclniM.-"- r stared at Clinch,
ii ho. .n ; y ol'lr. i.ms of the conversa-- (

. i.'i'l.i'i to-- - I'ulil, grn.y eyes at tho

f l'i ; p..i ins a,.,;ri's.-ii- i' tonoto mero
Hi-i'.-

. tbo man sought tho wh'.-l;- y

i Mill helped himself and his com- -

pa . Fn; titled bj lii'iior he returned to
I l ,a

I i. on you've heard ahoui this ycr rob-- 1

, colonel,' he said, addled-Mil- s Clinch,
uu iiu attempt at ta.--y familiarity.
Without rai-in.- ; his fiycs from the llro

Cl.u 'i i fly I reckon."
"I 'll up j cr cxamininj; into it for tho

t miKu;-- ' Itawlins.
' X if much cz they might her. That

f inl Iturl.lus had ?ino,00i) in Krcenliaebi
M 1 up l.. o an ordinary piukago of S 1,1101),

o'ni it ro a fr.'.'.id, l!ill (lutlirio, in tho
1 ti,"!; out some unlikely chap unions
r , msji'i to tako cIiuiko of it to Hcno.

ii n mi l 1 trust tho express. Ha! ha!"
" ii" ii ad, oppri'Snivo sikneo that followed

Ii nipty lauhtor made it seem almost mti-1- .
i' uawlms held his hi eat Ii and looked

li I ,iii h. Halo, with the instincts of a
nitive mini, turned hot with tho

i ari - i'"nt Clinch should have shown.
1 r t af without lifting his eyes

li n iiu lire, ai.i with no apparent change
Ml, di ' lei'u-ir- lazily esked:

' ( di U.'S Uitch the naino o' that pawen-B- '
''

v iirally, not For when Guthrio hears
v. tva- - iid atjin him ho wouldn't give, his
ii ir until he hiard from him."
' ' i 1 wh ir was ,aid ngln himT nked
Cl'm h ni

"What wi.,! .1 lio said ajin a man that givn
V' t ui'i o' money, like a chaw of to-- 1

f t'.if nskius' Why, thero wero hut
1' i l, ii. .in far 1 wo l.ln hear, that (lid tho
y ' d ie '!' f". ' paviicrs iiiiide,
0 '. I ihe driv r til d I'xpres, mi".sengrr
O' .'I Siv hi h.v tlii-ie- they
T i s.. 'iiii'dlit' i'.'i I. 11 they mil-- t
1' ' f in, rl Mm , i p 1 , , i Ij.-- got up
s I ji 'i'ili'il from tJ." .taiion under tho

r r( r,i 'in km' f ,i' th rolilii'iV Ho
1 1 - 'i. .iiidt'. was noisily re- -

', . li" o iiinui'iiis at the other
ei 1 oitl .pi.

'ij,l( wl- mid f,v nf, 'i (hut tbo sti'miRcr
" i" i' ', a . irt '' sown cntioi.Mii
ti i In . n - t lie point of
i' , i Inn iiiii i ,,u. nnry iiidig- -

11' ' 't.l the U, lifted evil of
t I' ii' Ins, o'.l nliiluidy held him
d Ml .1 .i- - mi 4 ,, (l,..,'Vi.isllill- -

c r ii. i . ., t.) look from
t (l,i't ( 'id i. i,i -, i., ;iuy

J. ) h moi .i in,, ot his own

f i t, ', u 1'iip .) nl ( .iinh's linpUieabli)
' '' '' l"i- a i oio ut h, l, li a thrill of

li for me uitcu !,, 1,1 it.
JV 1 ir,t.,nle.s :4,l fn.'innted in
1) limi n 'in) luz.i lids i ,, Iil. sheath
o'-tr- ( hi ir, i",c, a ain. Jl'i.ih.m, h la,l
3' Jl I lied tlio Minm glance ol wiirn-in,- ,.

If mai'ird eiiiniy slill.
' 1 in V l..ien't Ip .ml tho Inst of it yet, you

1H ei,,iiiiufl tl-- iiil'iitimled itnuigcr.
"I vp pun J, 'Hi unteiiH'ut liero for tha
ni" ,up r," he added, diiiuiiij; Mimopap'rt,
from I' pm ii'i ; 'Mithm' 1 just mil oil' in
tha as 1 i amo along. 1 reckon it'll
fchnn Hi, n- s up hi a now liirbt. It's tiino
there h'.i'ld In- --omii ihangc. All the cu,-in- '

thai lu en douo hez heon by the
p.T fliers a- i.i tho expresH ami btagu com-
pany I pruposn that the company should
do ii llttlo in sin' ihouiKoIves. Soo( I'Vaps

don't ui'ii'l my icadlii' it to jef It's
ju spicy to suit tin in newspaper
il "s,"

tio on," ni l C... Clinch quietly.
Tho man c' an d hi-- throat, Willi the pre-

lim ii" ry po-- of authon-hip- , and his llvo
I'd , t i whom tho conipo-.illo- was eii-i'- i

My net un' 'inili.ir, anticipatory
M Il'S

I etill it '1'rizo I'tisillnnlmous I'a(en-fy- i
' .Sort or runs easy olf tho tongue, you

" It now appears that tho success of tho
Ir .Uigo coach rohhory near tho summit was
Inrp iy duo I a tho pusillanimity not In uson
more Felons word'" Ho Mopped mid
looked explanatorily toward Clinch: "Yo'll
ron in a minit what I'm gettiu' at by that pu-

sillanimity of the passengers theiincIvcK. 'It
now transpire that thoro wem only thrco
rol Ikt who uttneked tlio coach, and that, nl-t- h

M H passengir- - driver and ixpre-- mes-- k

if, r ip fully 'ir nil mid v., r dniu1 tho
nuuuorof th'-i- r not n U'jt was
fired. Wo mean ill ions upon ti,'' n

poiiraffo of Yuba 1)111, unr tho exr'rl
i,.0 uwj ecjuKsi of Draiy Tib'ic'tJ, tho

courteous express messenger, both of whom
have shicii confessed to have been more thr.u
nsti'iilslicil lit tlio Christian und lamblike

of Cio Insiders. Aiinisln stories of
somo laughable yet sickening incidents of the
invasion such us groiwi men l;n i'liii: hi tlin
road anil ollering to Btrip themselves

if their lives worn only spared; of om
of the passengers hiding under tlio real, and
only being dislodged by pulling Ills coat talli;
or ihiTislihlo sums pronil.;ed, and even oll'era
of menial seriicofor tlin preservation of their
wretched i'nroajc3 nro received with tho
greatest gusto; but wo nro in possession of
facts which may lead to more serious accusa.
lions. Although one of tho passengeras said
to haio lost u largo Mini of money intrusted
to him, whilo attempting wilh barefaced
effrontery to establish n rival "carrying"1
business in one of tlio express company's own
coaches' I call that u good point." Unin-
terrupted himself to allow tho unrest rained
applause of his own party. "Don't you;''

"It's just h 11,'' said Clinch, musingly.
"'Yet thu affair,'" resumed tho stranger,

from his manuscript, " 'is loi led up in great,
and suspicious mystery. Tlio presence of
.laeksoii". bitanner, esq.' (that's me), 'specinl
delect ivo agent to tho company, nml his staff
in town, is n guaranty that tho mystery will
bo thoroughly priilied.' lied to put that hi
to please the company," ho npaiu deprecat-ingl- y

explained. '"Wo nro indebted to this
gentleman for tho facts.' "

"The pint you want tnniako in t lint article,"
said Clinch, rising, but still directing his fnco
and his conversation to the fire, "ct. far ez I

ken see, pz that no three men kin back down
six tinlcss'they be cowards, or nro willing to
bo backed down.''

"That's tho point what I start from,"
Simmer, "and woik up. I leave, it to

you et it ain't so."
"I can't hay ez I agree with you," said tho

colonel dryly. Ho turned, and still without
lifting his eyes walked toward tho door of
tho room which muobia had entered. Tho
key was on thu inside, but Cliuili gently
opened th" door, removed the key, and clos-

ing tho door again locked it from his side.
Halo and Rawlins felt their hearts boat
quickly; tho others followed Clinch's slow
movements and downcast mien witli nnmsed
curiosity. After looking tho other outlet
from tho room and putting tho keys in his
po.'ket, Clinch returned to tho lire. Tor tho
lirst time ho lifted his eyes; the man nearest
him shrank back in terror.

"1 am the man," ho said slowly, taking de-

liberate hi path between his sentences, "who
gavu up tlioso greenbacks to the robbers. I
urn ono of tho threo passengers you have
lampooned in that paper, and thoo gentle-
men beside mo nro the other two." Hostoi-pe- d

and looked around him. "You don't
that thrco inn cm back don six!

Well, I'll show j ou how it can be done.
More than that, I'll show you how ono man
can do it; for, by tho living God, if you
don't hand over that paper I'll hill you whiro
3 ou ! I'll givo you until I count ten; if
ono of you moves ho and you are dead men
but you first!"

lietoro hii had finished speaking Hale and
Rawlins had both risen, ns if in concert, with
their weapon? drawn. Halo could net tell
how or why ho had dono so, but ho was
equally conscious, w ithout knowing w hy, of
fifing his eje on ono of tho other party, and
that ho should, in i lie event of an affray, try
to kill him. lie did not attempt to reason;
ho only knew that ho should do his best to
kill that man and perhaps others.

"One, " said Clinch, lifting his derringer,
"t o three."

"Look hero, colonel 1 swear I didn't know
t was you. Come d n it! I say sec
aero," stammered Ktanner, with whito cheeks,
not daring to glance for aid to his stupefied
party.

" Tour live six"
"Wait! Hero!" He produced tho paper

mid throw it on the iloor.
"Pick it up and hand it to inc. Seven

eight"
St'inniT hastily scrambled to his foot, picked

up the paper, and handed it to the colonel.
"I was only joking, colonel,-- ' hu saidi with n
forced laugh. '

"I'm glad to hear it. Hut n.s thi.i joke is in
black nml white, you wouldn't mind saying
so in the samo lashion. Take that pen ail
ink und write us I dictate. 'I certify that I

am satislled that, tln'obovostatenientisa base
calumny against tho characters of Hingwuod
Clinch, llobert Itawlins and John Hale, pas-
sengers, and that I do hereby apologize tothe
Miine.' Hign it. That'll do. Now let I ho rest
of your party sign us witnesses,"

They conipliid without hesitation; some,
seizing tho opportunity of treating tho nlfalr
ns a joke, suggested a drink.

"Kxouse un-,'- ' said Clinch .quietly, ''but ez
thi-- liou.su ain't big enough for mo and that
limn, and iz I've got business at Wild Cat
Station with this paper, I think I'll go with-

out driiikin'.'' Ho tool; tho keys from hi.--,

jjocket, luilo-Iie-d tho doors, and taking uphis
overcoat and rllla turned ns if to go.

Itawlins roso to follow him; Halo alone
hosiuitrd. Tin- - rapid ooeunenecs of tho last
half hour gau him no tiino lor reflection.
Hut ho was by no means satislicd of tho le-

gality of tho last net ho had aided mid abetted,
although ho admitted its rude, justice, and
lelt ho would havo dniii) so again. A fear of
this, and an instinct that ho might bo led into
further complications if he continued to iden-
tify liiliiself witli OJ in- hnnd Haw litis; tho fact
that, they had priilcvt-dl- abandoned their
qii'tt, and that it wa really supplanted by
the presenco of mi authorized party whom
they had already come in onuMiot with all
this uruod him to remain behind. On tlio
other hand, tho apparent desertion of his
comrade at tiis last moment was opposed
both to his si'iiso of honor und the liking ho,

had taken to them. Hut hu rellected that ho
had alicndy shown his active partisanship,
that ho could bo of llttlo sonicn to them at
Wild Cat Station, and would bo only increas-
ing tho distance from his homo; and nbovo
all, iiu impatient longing for indejiciideiit
action Dually decided him. "I think I will
May here," he said to Clinch, "unless you
want me."

Clinch cast a swift and meaning glaneo at
tho enemy, bill looked approval. "Keep
your eyes i.kinricil, and you'in goixl for a
dozen of 'cm," hu said, sotto voce, and thou
tumul to Stunner. "I'm ;oing to tal:e this
paper to Wild Cat. If you want to commu-
nicate with mo hereafter you know where I
um to bo found, unless" ho nulled grimly
'you'd 111; to sis) mo outsido for a lew min-
utes Ijefore I go("

"It is a matter that concerns tho stngo
company, not me," said Hlnniicr, with nn at-
tempt tu appear ut his easo.

Halo accompanied Clinch and Itawlins
tlitough the kitchen to tho stable;. Tlio ot.
ler, Dick, had already returned to tho rescue,
of tho snow bound coach.

"1 shouldn't like to leave many men nlono
w Ith that crowd," said Clinch, pressing Halo's
hand; "and I wouldn't liuvo allowed jour
stn;.ing behind if I didn't know I could bet
my pile on you. Your offi-ni- to stay just
iiUtwicloMi finish on it. Look ver. Hale. I
didn't cotf an much t j you at llr .t ; but cf you
ever w ,t ufi lend, call on ltingwood Clinch."

' Thekanio hero, old inun," bald llnwlliia,
extending his hand us ho appeared from a

hurried conference with tho old woman at
tho woodshed, "and trust to JCccnio to give
you ii hint ef there's nnythin' underhanded
golu' on. So long."

Half Inclined to resent this Implied sugges-
tion of protection, yet halt pleased ut tho idea
of u confidence with tho hnndsonio girl ho
had seen, Halo returned to tho room. A
whispered discussion among tho party ceased
on his entering, and nu awkward silciico fol-

lowed, which Hnlc did not attempt to break
as ho quietly took his svat again by tho ilro.
Ho was presently confronted by (5tnniier,
who, with an nircclntion of easy familiarity,
crossed over to tho hearth.

"Tlio old kernel's d il peppery and high
toned when lie's got n Jittlo moro than his
rcg'lar three lingers o' corn juice, eh!"

"1 must beg you to tinderstnml distinctly,
Mr. Stauner," said Hnlc, with n return of
his habitual precision of ftatenient, "that I
regard any slighting allusion to tho gentle-
man who has just left not only ns In exceed-
ingly bad tasto coining from yon, but very
olTenslvo to myfelf. If you mean to imply
that ho was under tho iiillueiicn of liquor, it
is my duty to undeceive you; lie was so per-

fectly in possession of Ids faculties us to ex-

press not only Ids own but my opinion of
your conduct. You must also admit, 4 lint ho
win discriminating enough to show his ob-

jection to your company by leaving it. I re-

gret thnt circumstances do not niako it
for mo to exerciso that privilego;

but if I am obliged to put up with your
prcscti"!' in this room, I t.trongly Insist that
it is not made uncndtirublo with tho uddition
of your conversation."

The effec t of this deliberate and passion-lei- s

dielaratlon was moro discomposing to
tho party than Clinch's fury. Utterly unac-
customed to tho ideas and language suddenly
confronting them, they were unable to deter-
mine win t her It was tho real expression oi
the speaker, or whether it was n vngtto badi-

nage r ul'oetation to which any reply would
jivolve them In ridicule. In a country ter-

rorized by practical joking they did not
doubt but that this was a new form of hoax-

ing calculate 1 to provoke somo response that
would constitiito them nsictitns. Tlio im-

mediate cll'iot upon them was that cotnpleto
silence in regard to himself that Halo de-

sired. They drew togother again and con-

versed in uliNpers. while Hale, witli his eyes
fixed ou the lire, gave himself up to some-

what late and useless reflection.
Ho could scarcely realize his position. For

however lie nilht look at it, within a spaco
of twelve hours he had not only changed
fcome ef his most cherished opinions, but ho
had acted in accordance with that change In
a way thnt made it seem almost imposiihlo
for him over to recant. In the interests of
law und order he had engaged in nu unlaw-
ful and disorderly pursuit of criminals, and
had actually como in conflict, not with tho
criminals, but with tho only p.i--

ty appar-
ently authorized to pursue them. Jlore than
that, he was finding himself conimitt"d to a
certain sympathy witli the criminals.
Twenty-fou- r horn's ago, if any ono had told
him that h(' would h.ive condoned nn illegal
net for its abstract justice, or assisted to com-

mit an illegal act lor the same purpose, ho
would haio felt himself insulted. That ho
knew lio would not now feel it nu insult per-
plexed him still more. In these circum-
stances tho fact that he was separated troni
his family, and r.s it were from nil hist post
life and traditions by n ehnnee accident, did
liotili-tm- b him greatly; indeed, lie wns for
tho first Union little doubl ful of their prob-nhl- o

criticism on his inconsistency, and was
by no means in a hum to subject himself
toil.

Lifting his eyes, ho was suddenly awaro
that tho door leading to tho kit' hen was
slowly opening. Hu had thought ho heard it
creak onco or twice during his deliberate re-

ply to Stauner. It was evidently moving
now so as to attract his attention, without
disturbing tho others. It presently opened
sullldeiitly wide to show tlio faoo of Zcuuie,
who, withe, gesture of caution toward his
companions, hekoned him to join her. Ho
rcwienrelt'ssli'ns if going out, ami. putting
on his hat, e.'itered the kitchen as the retreat-
ing figure of tlio young girl glidid lightly
toward the stable.. She ascended u few open
stepi lis if to a hay loft, but slopped befoie a
low door, I'usliing it open, she precedisl him
into n small room, appair-ntl- under tho roof,
which scarcely allowed her to stand upright.
J!y the light of a stable lantern hangiiigfrom
a beam ho saw that, though poorly tiirnishid,
it bore somo evideneo of feminine taito and
habitation. Motioning to tin- - only chair, she
scuti d her.si'lf on thotdgo of the bed, with her
hands clasping her knees in her familiar atti-
tude. Her face bore traces of recent apita-- t

ion, and her eyes wero shining with tears,
lly the clo.er light of tbo lantern ho was sur-
prised to find it was troni laughter.

"I reckoned jou'd be light lonely down there
with that Stamir crowd, partickerly alter
that little speech o' your'u, so I sez to maw
I'd get you up j cr for a spell. Maw and I
hei nl you exhort 'em! Maw allowed von woz
liilkin' a furrin tongue all along, but 1 sakes
nine! 1 h"d to hump myself to keep irom
Inistin' into n yell v. hen ycr jist drawed them
Webster unabridged sentences on 'cm." She
stopicd and rocked backward and forward
with n laugh that, subdued by tho proximity
of tho roof mid tho frnr of being overheard,
was by no mr.ns uiiuuisical. "I'll tell ye
whot got me, though! That part coinniene-ing- :

'." lekaiustances over which I'venocou.
troul "'

"Oh, come! I didn't say that," interrupted
Hale, laughing,

" 'Don't miiko it convenient for mo to exercis-

e-tho privilege of kiekin' yer out to that
extent,'" sho continued; " 'but if I cannot
dispense with jour room, tho least I can say
Is that, it's a d d Right better than your uhu-jian- j'

or suthln' iiko that! And then the
way you minded your stops and let your
voice i Iso nnd fall jest ez cosy ez if you wos a
Kirst Header in largo Why, tho kernel
wasn't nowhere. His ciissin' didn't como
within a mile o' yourn. That Stunner jut
tunics!

"I'm afraid jou are laughing at mc," said
Hnlc, not knowing whether to bo pleased or
vexed at tho girl's amusement. "

"I reckon I'm the only ono that dare do it,
then," said the girl, simply. "The kernel sez
tlio way you turned round after ho'il dono his
cussin', and said ycr beliovd you'd staj and
tnkotho responsibility of tho whole thing
and did in that knm, soft,

style was thu neatest tiling he'd seen
No! Slaw says I ain't much on man-

ners, but 1 kii'SW a man when I see liliu,"
For an instant Halo gnvo himself up to the

delicious fluttcry of unexpected, unintended
and apparently uninterested compliment.
Hecoining at last a llttlo eiuhai rnsscd under
tho frank curiositj of tho girl's dark ejes he
( hanged the subject.

"Do nlwuj's como up hero through tho
stnlilesl" bo asked, glanilng round the room,
which was evidently hei own.

"I reckon," sho answered, luOf abstract-edl- j.

'There's a ladder down thai' to
maw's room" pointing to a trap door

the broad chimney that served us a
wull "hut it'j handler tho other wny, nml

tho bosses of you want to get away
qule' "

Till i palpable suggestion boruo out hy
what ho i iuiejiilicrcil of tho other domc-ti-

details thnt tlio liotlso had been planned
witli reference to sudden foiny or escape re-

awakened his former uneasy i ellcttions.
Zeolite, who had been watching his fnco,
added, "It's no slouch, when b'ar or painters
hang round nights mid stampede tlio slo.'k,
to bo ablo to swing yourself on to a boss,
whenever you hear n row goln' on outside."

"Do jou mean thai you"
"I'nw usid, and I do now, senso I'vo como

Into tho room." Sho pointed lo a nonde-

script garment, half cloak, halt habit, hang-
ing on tlio wall. "I've been outer bed nnd
on I'llchplne's back as far ez tho Mail llvo
minutes after I heard tho first bellow."

Halo regarded her with undisguised as-

tonishment. There wns nothing nt all Aina-Kiwia- n

or horsey in her manners, nor was
thero even tho robust physical contour that
might havo been developed through such
experiences. On tho contrnrj sho seemed to
lazily pfTeiuinnto In body und mind. Ifeed-lea- s

of his critical survey of her, she beck-

oned him to drnw his chair nearer, and,
boklng into his , said:

"Whatever possessed you to take to htintin1
inon'i"

Halo was staggered by tho question, but
lioverllielfss endeavored to explain. Hut ho
was surprised to find that his explanation ap-

peared stilted even to himself, nnd, he could
not. doubt, was utterly incomprehensible to
the girl. She nodded her head, however, ar.d
continued:

"Then you haven't nnythin' ngin' (icnrgel"
"I don't know Oeorge," said Hale, smiling.

"My proceeding, was against the highwaj- -
inan."

"Well, ho wns tlio highwayman."
"I mean it was tlio principle I objected to

a principle that 1 consider highly dangerous."
"Well, ho is the principal, for tho others

only helped, 1 reckon," said Zecnie, witli n
M'gh, "and I reckon he Ix dangerous."

Halo saw it was useless to explain. The girl
continued:

"What mado you stay hero instead of go-i-

on witli the kernel? There was suthln'
clso besides wnntiinr to make that Stau-
ner tuko water. What is It:"

A light sense of tlio propinquity of beautj,
of her confidence, of their isolation, of the

Mdoquenco of her dark ejes, at first tempted
Halo to a reply of simple gallantry; a
graver consideration of tho saino circum-
stances froze it upon his lip.

"I don't know," ho r turned awkwardlj.
'Well, I'll tell you," sho said. "You

didn't cotton to tho Kernel nnd Hawlins
much moro than you did to Stauner. They
uln't jour kind."

In his embarrassment Hale blundered upon
thu thought he had honorably avoided.

"Suppose," ho said, with constrained laugh,
"I had stayed to see youi"

"I reckon I ain't .your kind, neither," sho
replied prompth. Thero was a momentary
pause, when sho roso and walked to tho chim-
ney. "It's verj quiet down there," sho said,
stooping and listening over the roughly
boarded floor that formed the ceiling of tho
room below. "I wonder what's going on."

In the belief thnt this was a delicnto hint
for his return to tho party hu had left, Halo
rose, but tho girl passed him hurriedly, nnd,
opening the door, oust n quick glaneo into tho
stablo bevond.

"Just ns I reckoned tbo horses are gone
too. They've skedaddled," sho said, blankly.

Hale did not reply. In his embarrassment
n moment ago tho idea of taking an equally
.sudden departure had flashed upon him.
Should ho take tills as a justification of that
impulse, or how Ho stood irrosolutelj
gazing at the girl, who turned nml begun to
descend tho stairs silentjj. Ho followed.
When they reached tho lower room they
found it ns tliej had expected deserted.

"I hopy I didn't drivo them away," said
Halo, with an uneasy look a I. tho troubled
fnco of the gil l. "For I really had an idea of
going myself a moment ago."

She remained silent, gazing out of tlio win-

dow. Then, turning with a shr lit shrug of
her shoulders, sho said, half defiantly:
"What's the use now i Oil, maw! tho Stunner
crowd has vamosed the rail' h, and this jer
stranger kalkilatcs to .stay!"

CHAITEH VII.

A week had passed at Eagle's Court a
week of mingled clouds and sunshine by day,
of rain over the gi ecu plateau and snow on
tlie mountain by nlcht. Each muniing had
brought its fresh greenness to the w inter girt
domain nml a fresh coat of dnzling white to
tho barrier that its dwellers from
tbo world beyond. Thero wns littloihango
in the encoinpiussing wall of their prison; if
anything, tlio snowy circle round them
seemed to have draivn its lines nearer day by
day. The linmediato result of this icstricted
limit had been to eoufino tho range of cattle
to tlio meadows nearer tho bouse, and at a
safe distance from the fiingoof wilderness
now invaded by the prowling tread of preda-tor- j

animals.
Nevertheless, the two tlgims lounging on

the slojio at sunset gave very llttlo indication
of any serious quality in tlio situation. In-

deed, so far as appearances wern concerned,
Kate, wlio was ri turning from an afternoon
stroll witli Falkner, exhibited, with feminine
inconsistency, n decided return to thu world
of fashion nnd conventionality Justus she was
effectually excluded from it. Sho had not
only discarded her w hite dress ns a concession
to the practical evideneo of tho suirounding
winter, lint she had ulso brought out afcither
hut and sable mull' which had onco graced a
fashionable suburb of Hoston. Mien Falkner
had exchanged his slouch hat and pietmcsquo
scrape for a heaver overcoat and lurcapof
I lulu's which had been prisscd upon him by
Kate, under the excuse of tho exigencies of
the season. AVithin a stone's throw of tlio
thicket, turbulent wilh tho savago forces of
nature, they walked with tho abstraction of
people healing only their own voiics; In the
face of tho solemn peaks clothed with white
austerity they talked gravely of dresi.

"I don't mean to say," said Kate demurely,
"that you're to give up tho serapo entirely;

can wear it on rainy nights nnd when
you rido over here from your 1 riend's houso
to spend the evonlng for tlio snko of old
times," sh added, with nn unconscious nir ot
referring to an already antiquated friend,
ship; "hut you must admit it's u little too
gorgeous and theatrical for tho sunlight of
day and tlio public- - highway."

"Hat why should that miiko it wrong, if tho
experienco of a peoplo has shown it to bo n
garment best fitted lor their wants and re-

quirements!" snid Falkner nrgiinieutntlvcly.
"Hut nio not ono or tho'o people," said

Kate, "mid thnt makes all tho dlllVreiiee.
You look dltreroutly und act iliirercntly. so
that thero Issomelbiug irreconcilable between
your clothes nnd you that makes you look
Olid."

"And to look odd, uccordlng la your civil-;- d

prejudices, is lo bo wrong," said Falkner
bitterly.

"It is to seem dilfcrent from what ono
leallyis which is wrong. Now,jou nro n
mining superintendent, you t"ll me. Then
jou don't want to look like n Spanish brig-

and, as you do In that serapo. lam suru It
you had ridden uptoaetago conch while I
was Iu it I'd bavo handed jou my watch
nnd purso without n word, There' you uro
not ofl'euiled''' sho added, with n lauDli,
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which did not, however, conceal a certain
earnestness. "1 suppose I ought to have said
I would have given it gladly to such n ro-
mantic, figure, and jiorhaps have got out and
danced n saraband or bolero with you If
that Is tho thing to do nowadays. Weill" sho
slie inid, after a dangerous pause, "consider
that I've said' it."

He had been walking a llttlo lioforo her,
with his faoo turned toward tho distant
mountain. Suddenlj ho htopped nnd faced
her.

"You would have given enough of jour
time to tho highwayman, Miss Scott, na
would havo enabled you to identity him for
tho police and no more. Like j'our brother,
jou would have been willing to sacritlco
yourself for tho benefit of tho lawsof ei illza-tio-

nnd good order."
If n denial to this assert ion could have lieon

expressed without tbo nso of speech, it was
certainly transparent in the fnco nnd ryes of
the young girl nt If Falkner
had been less ho would hno
seen it plainly. Hut Kato only buried her
face In her lifted mutt', slightly raised her
pretty shoulders', nnd, dropping her tremulous
eyelids, walked oil "It seems a pitj,"sho
said after n pause, "that wo cannot preserve
our own niLscrnblo existeiico without tuking
something from others sometimes even u
life!'' Ho started. "And it's horrid to liavo
to remind you (lint you havo yet. to killsome-tliin-g

for tlio Invnlid's supper," sho continued.
"1 saw a haio In tho field yonder."

"You mean that jackass rabbit?" ho said
abstraetcdlj.

"What you please. It's n pity you didn't
tako j our gun instead of joitr i i fie."

"I brought tho rillo for protection."
"And u shotgun is only aggressive, I sup-

pose'"
Falkner looked at her for a moment, nnd

then, ils the hare suddenlj started across tho
open a hundred yards uwny, brought the rillo
to his shoulder. Along iulervul as it seemed
to Kute elapsed; tho animal appeared to lm

alrcadj Rifely out of innge, when the ritla
suddenly cracked; tho hare bounded in tho
uir like a bull nml dropped motionless. Tlio
gill looked at tho marksman in undisguised
admiration. "Is it quito dead?" sho said
timidly.

"It never knew whnt struck it."
"It certainly looks less hiatal than shoot-

ing it with ti shotgun, as John does, und then
not killing it outright," said Knt". "I liato
what is called spoil, und sportsmen, but u
rillo seems"

"What!" said Falkner.
"Mori gcntleinimlj."
Sho had raised her pretty head in tho nir,

mid, witli her hand shading her eyes, wns
looking around tho clear ether, and said
uiiilitatively, "I wonder no mutter."

"What ii it;"
"Oh, nothing."
"It, is something," said Falkner, with nu

amused smile, reloading Ids rifle.
"Well, you onco promised mo nn eagle's

feather for mj hat. Isn't that thing nu
eagle?"

"1 am afraid it is oulj a hawk."
"Well, that will do. Shoot that I"

Her eyes were sparkling. Falkner with-

drew his own with n slight smile and raised
his i illo with provoking deliberation.

"Aro you quito sure it's what you want?"
ho uskisl demurely.

"Yes quick!"
Nevertheless, it wns somo minutes before

tho rillo cracked again. The wheeling bird
suddenly struck tho wind with its wings

, nnd then fell like a plummet nt a
distance which showed tho diffleulty of tho
feat. Falkner started from her sido before
tho bird readied the ground. He returned to
her after u lapsu of n few moments, bearing a
trailing wing in his hand. "You shull make,

jour choice," he said gaylv.
"Are jou sine it wns killed outright!"
"Head shot otV," said Falkner briefly.
'And, the fall would havo killed

it," said Kale cum Iiisiiclj. "It's lovelj. I
blipposu the.v cull jou a very good shot.1''

"They who?"
"Oh! the peoplo you know jour fi lends

and their sisters."
"(ieorgo shoots butter than 1 do, nnd has

had more experience. I've seen him do that
with n pistol. Of course not such n long shot,
but a mom difllcult one.""

Kato did not replj, but her face showed a
conviction tluit as nn artistic and gentle-
manly performance it was probahlj in-

ferior to the one she had witnessed. Falkner,
who hnd picked up tho linro al.o, again took
his place by her side, as tliej turned toward
the house.

"Do jou rcniemls'i tho daj yen como,
when wo were walking here, you pointed out
that rock mi tho mountain whom tho poor
animals had taken refugo from the snow?"
said Kate, suddenlj.

"Yes," miswered Falkner; "they seem tn
have diminished. I am ntrnid yon were rlgh
they havo cit her eaten each other or esc .iped.
Let us hope tlie latter."

"I looked nt them witli n glass everj day,"
said Kate, ''and they've got down to oulj
four. Them's n bear und that shabb.v, over-
grown cat you call a California lion, and a
wolf, and n creature liko a tox or a squirrel."

"It's n pity they're not nil of a hind," said
Falkner.

"Why?"
"There'd bo nothing to keep them from g

i onifortablo together."
"On tha contrnrj-- . 1 should think it would

be simply awlul to be shut up entirely with
one's own kind."

"Then behove it is possible for them,
with their dillerent natures und habits, to lu
happy together!" said Falkner, with sudden
earnestness.

"I believe," said Kate hurriedly, "that
the bear nnd tho lion find the fax und the
wolf cry nniuslng; and that tho fox and
the wolf"

'Well" said Falkner, stopping short.
"Will, tho fox nnd tlio wolf will carry

away a much better opinion of the lion mid
hear than thoj had liefore."

They had reached the house by this time,
and for somo occult reason Kate did not im-

mediately enter tho parlor, where sho had
left her sister and thu invalid, who had al-

ready been promoted to a sofa nnd a cushion
bj thu window, but proceeded directly to
her own room. As n maneuver to avoid
liiK'ting Mrs. Hale, it was scnrcelj- - ueces-i-ar-

for that lady was already in ndvancoof
b 'ron tlio staircase, ns if sho had left tlio
parlor a moment beforo thoj entered tho
houso. Fiilkner, too, would have preferred
the company of his own thoughts, but Let),

uppaivntly thu only impreoccupied, all per-

vading and boyishly alert spirit in tlio party,
hailed him from within, and obliged him to
present himself on tho threshold of the par-

lor with tho linro uml hawk's wing h was
still catrylug. Lying tho hitter witli directed
concern, Leo said gravely: "Of course, I

('fluent it, Ned, and 1 dare say it's the best
part of tho fowl, and tho hare isn't more
than enough for the women, but 1 had no
idea wo were hoieduccd, Threo hours and
a half gunning, mid only ouu linro and n
hawk's wing, It's tcrrihle."

Perceiving Unit ilia fiicnd was olone, Palls'
nor dropped ht burden iu tho hall and strodu
rapidly to his.. ide. "Look here, Oeorge, wo
UMr.t- -l inn .I Ji'n.u this plifoat dmcc, Us

no nso talking; 1 can stand this sort of thing
no longer, "

"Nor can I, witli tho door open. Shut it,
and say what you want quick, beforo Mrs.
Halo comes hack, llavn you found n trull?"

"No, no; that'll not what I mean."
"Well, it strikes mo It ought to be, if you

expect to get away. Have jou proposed to
Heaeon Street, and sho thinks it rather pre-

mature on n wi ck's acquaintance!'1
"No; but"
"Hut j'oit will, you iii.san? Don't, just

yet."
"Hut 1 cannot llvo this perpetual He."
"That ifepemK I don't know how you're

lying when I'm not with you. If you're
walking i omul with thnt girl, singing hymns
and talking of your rlass In Sunday school,
or ir you're insinuating that you're a million-
aire, nnd think of buying tho plneo for a
summer hotel, I should sny you'd better quit
that kind of lying. Hut, on tho other hand,
I don't see the necessity or jour dancing
round here with n shot gun, nnd yelling for
Hurkhis' blond, or counting that, packago of
greenbacks in tlio lnpof Miss Scott, to bo
truthful. It, seems to i.io thero ought to bo
something between the two."

"Hut, (Jisirge, don't you think you nro on
such good terms witli Mrs. Halo and her
mother that, you might tell them tho wholo
tslory? That i, tell it In jour own way; they
will bear anj thing from you and believe it."

'Thank you; lint suppon- - I don't beliovu in
lying either;"

"You know what I mean! You havo a
way, d n it, of Wking everything seem iiko
n matter of eotiW, und tho ino-- t natural
thing going."

"Well, suppo-- o 1 did. Are you prepared
for tho worstt"

Falkner wos silent for u moment and then
replied, "Yes; anything would bo better than
this suspense."

"1 don't agree with you. Then you would
be willing to Imvu them forgive usj"

"1 don't niiderstanil you."
"I mean that their forgiveness would bo tho

worst tiling that could happen. Look here,
Ned. Stop a moment; listen nt that door.
Mrs. Halo has the tread of an niigel, with tho

pel vailing capacity of cat. Now, listen! I

don't pretend to be iu love with anybody
here, but If 1 were I should hardly tako ad-

vantage of a woman's helplessness nnd soli-

tude with a sensational storj about myself.

It's not giving her a fnir show. You know
sho won't turn you out of tbo house."

"No," said l'alk-uer- reddening; "but I

should uxpect logo at once, and that would
bo mj' only excuso for telling her."

'(o! where? In jour preoccupation with

that girl jou haven't even found tlie trail bj
which Manuel escaped. Do mi intend to
camp outside the house und make ejes nt her
when she comes to tho window ;"

"Heeause you think nothing of llirtiug
wilh Mrs. Hnlc," said Falkner bitterly, "you
care little"

"Mvdear Ned," snid Lee, "the fad that
Mrs. Hale has a husband and knows that sho

can't marry mo puts us on equal terms.
Nothing that she could learn about me here-

after would niako n flirtation with me any
less wrong than it would be now, or make
her seern more a victim. Can you snj tlie
samo of yourself und that Puritan girl?''

"Hut j'ou did not nihi-em- o to keep aloof
from her; on thu contrnrj, you"

"1 thought j'ou might make tho liest of the
situation and paj her somo attention, liecause

could not go any further."
"You thought 1 was utterly heartless and

selfish, like"
"Ned!"
Falkner walked rapidly to tlio fireplace and

returned.
"Forgivo me, ( ieorge I'm a fool and an

ungrateful one."
Leo did not replj nt once, although ho took

and returned tho hand Falkner had impul-
sively extended. "Promise me," he said
slowly, after a pause, "that jou will sny noth-

ing J"et to either of these women. J ask it for

jour own sake and this girl's, not for mill".

If, on tho contrary, j ou are tempted to do so

from any Quixotic, idea of lion"!, ri member
thnt you will only precipitate something that
will obligo j'ou, from that sumo senso ot
honor, to separate from tlio girl forever."

"I don't understand."
"Enough!'' said he, with u quick letiiru of

his old roi'kl"s.sgayct
the beardless bnj chief of the Sierras, has
spoken! Let thu pilo facowuh tho black
nitistui-h- ponder and bewato how hu talks
hi'iealter lo tlio P.ippliug Cochituato W.iter!
(lo!"

Nevertheless Us soon ns tho door hudclosPil
upon l'liUnicr. l'e's smile vanished. With
his colorless face turned to the tadinglight nt
thu window, the hollows in his temples and
tho lilies iu lis) corners of bis cj'cs seemed to

have grown morn profound. Ho remained
motionless nnd absorbed iu thought so deep
that tho light l ustlo of n skirt, that would at
cither times linio thrilled his sensitive ear,
passed unheeded. At last, throwing oil' his

reverie with the full and unrestrained sigh ol'

a man who believes himsill alone, he was
startled by the soft l.iuj,li of Mis. Hale, who
had entered tlie room iiiiperceiveil.

"Dear ni"! How portentous! IScnlly, I

almost feel ns if I were interrupting u tete-a-tet- e

between jourseir and some old llaiue. 1

haven't heard anything so old fashioned and
conservative as Hint sigh since I have been in
California. I thought jou never hail any
Past out here;"

Fortunately his face was between her and
tho light, and the unmist.ikablo expression of

nmioj'uuco und impatience which passed over
it was spared her. Thero was, however, still
enough dissonance in his manner to affect
Iter quick feminine si use, and when sho drew
rearer to him it was w ith n certain maiden-
like timidity.

"You uro not worse, Mr. le, I hopo!
You hnvp not over exerted yourself"

"There's llttlo chance of thnt with ono leg
if not in the graio ut least muminifleil

with bandages," ho replied, with a bitterness
now to him.

"Shall I loosen them! Perhaps thoj nro
too tight. There is not liing so irritating to
one us tlio sensation of lieing tightly bound."

Thu light touch of her hand upon tho rug
that corricil his kness, tho thoughtful ten.
denies of tlio blue veined lids, and tlio deli-

cnto ntinospheru that seemed to surround her
like a purfumu cleared his fnco of Its slindow
and brought back tho reckless llro into his
blue uj es.

"1 suppose I'm intolornnt of nil Ninds," ho
suid, looking nt her intently, "in others ns
well ns iinscir !"

Whether or not sho detected anj' double
meaning in Ids words she was obliged to ac-

cept tlm challengo of his direct gazo nnd,
raising her ujes to his, draw back a little
from liliu with a slight increase of color.
"1 wns afraid you had heard bad nowsjust
now."

"What would j ou call bad nnwsi" asked
I,eo, clasping ills hands behind his head und
leaning back on the sofa, but without with
drawing his eyes from hor fuco.

"Oh, any nows that would Interrupt jour
convalescence or break up our llttlo family
parly," said Mrs. Hale. "You have been
getting on so well that really it would seem
cvui'l tu havo imythlng interfere with our
life of forgittiu nnd K ing forxottcn. Hut,"
-- ho lidded with iipprehelsu quickl)"'.?, Mias

anything hnppciiedj Is thero really any
news from fiom tho trails! Yesterday .Mr.

Falkner suid tho snow had iTcoinmonced In

the pass. Has ho seen anything, noticed

Sho looked so very pretty, with tlio rare,
genuine und youthful excitement that trans-
figured her wearied and wearying regularity
of feature, that Leo content's! himself with
drinking in her prettinoss as h" would havo
Inhaled tlio perlimio of somo llower.

"Why do you look at mo so, Mr. Leo!" sho
asked, with a slight smile. "I believe some-
thing hni hapH'iied, Mr. Falkner hcis
brought you somo intelligence."

"He l.as certainly found out something I
did not foresee."

"And that trottblci youi"
"It does."
"Is it ii secret!"
"No."
"Then 1 supp'vso you will tell it, tomnnt

dinner," she unid, with a llttlo Ion? of iell"f,
"I am afraid if 1 tell it at all 1 must tell it

now." ho said, glancing nt tho door.
"You must do ns jou think best," sho said,

coldly, ";us il seems to bun secret after nil."
Sho hesitated. "Kato is dressing, nnd will
not lio down iu somo time."

"So much tho better. For I unafraid that
Ned has mado u poor return to vour hosp-
itality by falling iu love witli her."

"Impossible! Ho has known her for
scarcely a week."

"I inn afraid wo won't agree as to tho
length of tiino nceiwary to upprcciato and
love a woman. I think it can bo dono in
seven dajs and four hours, tho exact time wo

havo been heie."
' Yes; but as Knto was not in when you

arrived, and did not como until later, jou
must, tako oir at least ono hour," said Mis;.

Hide gaylj.
"Ned call. shall not abate u second."
"Hut uro j on not mistaken in his feel-

ings?" sho continued hurriedly. "Ho lj

has not said anything to her."
"That is his last, hold on honor and reaion.

And lo preserve that little intact ho wants to
run away nt once."

"Hut that would bo very sillj."
"Do jou think so!'' he said, looking at her

fixedlj.
"Why not?" sho asked in her turn, but

rather laintly.
"I'll tell j'ou wlij," he said, lowering his

voice with a certain intensity ef passion un-

like his itiiial boyish lighthoartodik'ss. "Think
or a man wlioso lire has been one of nller-nat- o

hardness and aggression, of savage
disnpoointment and equallj savage slice
who has known no other relaxation than dis-

sipation or extrnvugance; a man to whom
the idea of tlio domestic health and faniilj
ties only meant weakness, elVeminacj, or
worse; who had looked for lovalty and dovo-tio- n

only in tho man w lio battled for him at
his right hand in danger, or shared his

and suffering;. Thin!: ot such a
man. nnd imngine that nn neeident has sud-

denlj' placed him in an atmosphere or purit j,
gentleness nnd peace, surrounded him by tho
refinements of a higher life than he had cvtr
known, and that ho found himself, ns in a
dream, on terms of equality with a pure
woman who had never known unj other life
nnd yet would understand nnd pity his. im-

agine his luting hor! Imagine that tho first
cll'ect of that love was to show him his own,
inferiority and tho iinineasurablo gulf that
lay between his life and hers! Would ho not
fi rather than brave tho disgrace of her
awakening to thu truth? Would ho not lly
rather than accept even the pitj that might
tempt h.r to a sacrifice!"

"Hill is Mr. Falkner all that?"
"Nothing of the kind, I ussure jou!" said

ho demurely. "Hut thafj tlio way a man iu
love fools."

"Keally! Mr. Falkner should get "jou to
pl"ad his cause with Kate," said Mrs. Halo
with n faint laugh.

"I need all my persuasive powers in that
waj for myself." said Leo boldlj.

Mrs. Hale rose. "I think I hear Kato com-
ing." she said. Nevertheless, sho did not move

uv.nj. "It is Kate coining," she added hur-- i
iedlv, stopping to pick up her work basket,

winch had slipped with s hand from her
own.

it was Kate, who at once flew to her sister's
assistance, L-- deploring from the sofa his
own utter iiiahilitj- - to aid her. "It's all my
fault, too," he said to Kate, but looking nt
Mrs. Hale. "It seems I havo a faculty of g

existing arrangements without, tlio
power of improving them, or oven putting
them back iu their places. What shall I do!
I am willing to hold au number of skeins or
rewind any qnantitj of spools I am even
willing to forgiiu Ned for spending the whole
daj with jou, nml only bringing mu the wing
of a hawk for supier."

"That wai all my folly, Mr. Lee," aifl
Knto, with swift mendacity; "he was all tho
timo looking after jOinething for jou, when I
negged him to shoot a bird to get a feather
for my hat. And thnt wing is so prett.v."

"It is a pity that mere beautj is not edible,''
said li', gravely, "and that if the worst
coin's to tlie wort here jou would probablj'
prefer mu to Ned und his mustnehio.-- , nierelj
becauso I'v been tied by the leg to this sofa
und slow I.v fattened like a St ra'bourg goose."

Nevertheless his badinage failed somehow
to niuiise Kate, and she pro-cu- t ly on'iised
herself to rejoin her siter, w ho had already
slipped from the room. For the first timo
during their enforced seclusion n sen-- e ot re-

straint and uneasiness nllected Mrs. Hale, her
sister and Falkner nt dinner. The latter ad-

dressed himself to Mrs. Scott almost entirely.
Mrs. Hnlu was fain to bestow au exceptional
nnd mmkeil tendi'iiuss on her little daughter
Minnie, who, however, bj somo occult child-

ish instinct, insisted on sharing it with Lee,
her great friend, to Mix Halo's uneasj- - con-

sciousness. Nor wns Lt slow to profit bj tho
child's suggestion, but responded with certain
vicarious caresses that increased tho mother's
embarrassment. That evening tliej retiied
earlj, but m tho Intervals of n restless night
Kato was aware, from tho sound of voices in
tho opposite that the friends wera
equally wakeful.

A morning of bright sunshine nnd a soft,
warm nir did not, however, hi ing any change
to their new nnd constrained iclutions. It
oulj seemed to oiler n icasoii for Falkner to
leave tho house very early for ids dally
rounds, and gave Leo that occasion for d

exercise witli nu extempore crutch on
tlio MUiiuda which allowed Mrs. Halo to pur-

sue her manifold duties without the necessity
or keeping him company. Knto also, as it to
avoid an accidental meeting witli Falkner,
had remained nt homo with her sister. With
ono exception, they did not make their guests
the subject of their usual playful comments,
nor, after the fashion of their sex, quote their
ideas nnd opinions. That exception wns mndo
by Mrs. Hale.

"You have had no difference with Mr,
Falkner," she snid, carelessly,

"No," said Kate, quickly. "Whyr"
"I only thought lio seemed rather put out

at dinner last night, and jou didn't proposo
to go and meet him

"Ho must be bored with my company at
times, I dure s.ij," said Kate, with an Indif-

ference quiio Inconsistent with her rising
color "I shouldn't wonder if ho was a llt-

tlo vexel with Mr Lc's chalflng him about
bis sport yesterday, und probably intends to

go furtlocr tiMlay and bring homo larger
game. I think Mr, lio verj amusing al-

ways, but I sometime fancy be lacks fil-ing.- "

"Feol'ngl You don't know him, Kale,''
B.i Id .Mm. Halo quickly. Shostopped herself,
but with a half milling recollection in her
dropped eyelids.

"Well, ho doesn't look very nmiablo now,
stumping up nnd down tho vornndu. Per-

haps jcu'd belter go nnd soothe him."
"I'm really so busy just now," said Mr",

Hal", with sudden and Inconsequent energy;
'tilings have got dreadfully behind in tlio
last week. You had better go, Kate, and
make him sit dow n, or he'll lie overdoing it.
These men never know any medium in any
tiling."

"Contrary to Kale's expectation, Falkner
returned earlier than usual, and, taking tho
invalid's nrm, supported him iu a more

walk nlong the terrnco beforo the
house. They were apparently nbsorbed in
conversation, but tho two women who ol

scried theni from tho window could not hf lii
noticing tho almost feminine tcndcnii s of
Fnlkncr's manner toward his wounded
friend and tlio thoughtful tenderness of h i
ministering care.

"I wender," said Mrs. Halo, following them
with softly appreciative e'jes, "If women urn
capable of as disinterested friendship as men I

I never saw anything like tho devotion (,f
thee two creatures. Look! it Mr. Falkner
hasn't jot his nrm round Mr. L'o'swnia,
nnd with his own arm over Falkner'n
neck, is looking up in his pj-e- I declare,
Knto, it almost sims an indiscretion to loolc

at them."
Kato, however, to Mrs. Hale's indignation,

threw her pretty head back and sniffed tha
nir contenijituouslj. "I really don't siso. any-

thing but somo nbsuid sentlmentalism of
their own, or some mannish wickctlne,
thej'ro concocting by thpiiisches. I ami''
no means certain, Josephine, thnt Lee's inlh,

encooicr that young mail is tho best thing
for him."

"On the contrary I Lee's influence seems
the only thing that checks his waywardness,"
said Mrs. IlaUquicklj. "I'm sure, If nuyenn
makes sacrifices it is Lee; I shouldn't wonder
that even now ho is making somo concession
to Falkner, and nil tlnco euressing ways of
your friend nru for a purpo-c- . 'J'liej'ro nut
much different from u, dear."

"Well. wouldn't stand there and let them
see mo looking ut them s If 1 couldn't bear
them out, of mj sight for a moment," aid
Kate, whisking herself out of the room.
"Thej'ro conceited enough, heaven knows,
already."

That evening nt dinner, however, the t.v o
men exhibited no traco of tho restraint or un
easiness ot the previous day. If they were
lots impulsive nnd exuberant, they were Mill
frank and interested, and if tlio term could
beu-edi- n connection with men apparently
trained to neither nor repose,
there was a certain gentle dignity in their
manner which for the timo had tho effect of
lifting them a little above tho soi.ial level of
their entertainers. For even with all their
pred' .position to tho strangers, Kuto and
lL-s- . Hale had always retained a conscious
attitude of gentle condescension and superi-
orly toward them nu attitude not incon-

sistent wilh a stronger feeling, nor .Stogether
unprovocativo of it; yet this evening they
Aund themselves impressed witli something,
tnoiu than an equality in tho men who had
amused nnd interested them, and tliej wero
perhaps a little moro critical and doubtful ot
their own power. Mrs. Hale's little girl, who
had appreciated oulj-- tho seriousness of the
situation, had mado her own application of
it. "Aro jou doivin' away from Aunt Katn
und luaininal ' sht asked, in un interval ot
silence.

"How else can I get you tho red snow wo
saw at sunset tho other daj on tho p;ak ven-

der?" said Lee, gaj'lj. "I'll havo to get up
somo morning very early and catch it when
it comes at simri-e.- "

"What is this wonderful snow, Minnie, that
jou nro tormenting Mr. Loo fori" asked Mrs.
Halo.

"Oh! it's a fnirj snow that he told mo nil
about: it onlj comes when tho sun comes up
and grx's don n, and it you catch over so little
or it in hand it makes all you link jou
want como true! Wouldn't that bo nice?"
Hut to tho child's astonishment her llttlo
circle of auditors, even whilo assenting,
Sighed.

The red snow was there plain enough tho
next morning beforo the valley was warm
with light, and while Minnie, her nn titer
end aunt Kill. .veri- - still peacefully sleepiii.
And Mr. Lcf cai kept his word and wnsci-dent- lj

siekiiig it, for lio and Falkner wire
alrcadj urgirg their horses through the p t's,
with their faces toward and lit up by its iI ,w.
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Concerning; the new serial storp
which will begin in our next
issue. If vou fail to read

THE WORLD AGAINST HIM
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Vou will miss it, and be the loser
thereby. Mr. Harben'fc well
known reputation, and tlie popu-
larity of two other of his stories)
which we have alrcadj published
nre a sufficient warrauty of tho
worth of this one.
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